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Hi all,
September 2012 – where has the time gone.  The Golden Jubilee was great it really seemed to bring the
whole Country together, if only every day could have the same feel good factor that seemed to generate over
the whole country during the celebrations.  Then there was the European Football and even that went ahead
with very little trouble and lots of compliments about the hospitality that everyone was receiving in Poland
and the Ukraine.  So much better than we had been led to believe.  After that was Wimbledon and we came
so close, with a chance for Britain and Andy Murray in the men's final.  July came and so did the wonderful
London Olympics and didn't the whole country do well, more of that feel good factor (must bottle it).  From
the opening ceremony, to the actual games and mountain of medals.  Andy Murray got the waves we were

sending him this time and won Gold for GB.  Maybe we should pay all these sportsmen and women with Gold Medals and not
huge sums of money.  We could save a fortune by just sending out positive vibs!  This country has put on the happiest, friendliest,
most welcoming games ever and it has been seen all over the world.  People will be beating down our door to come over and
visit our splendid country.  Makes you feel good to be British.  Although the weather this summer has been very disappointing at
times, it seemed that on most of the important days the sun made an appearance, making the country look even more impressive
– we really have put the Great into Great Britain, this year. Fran - Editor

Extra page of trades etc. on www.byewatersnews.co.uk (and in full colour) or (air your views) on www.byewaters.blogspot.com or
Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk or if you need to contact the directors email  directors@byewaters.co.uk

Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout),  Les Koster and Monique Foster (Cover photos),  Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David
Whittaker (web version) Image Link Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helpers Beth and Mary and James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

Ensuring that Byewaters presents
a safe and tidy environment for
residents and visitors requires us
all to play our part. During the

summer we have enjoyed a wide range of weather and this
has accelerated the growth of grass, shrubs, trees and a
few weeds all over the estate. Our gardening contractors
have continued to do a good job in maintaining the
common areas of landscape (despite occasional grass
cutting disruption caused by rain), and we encourage all
householders to keep their gardens in a tidy manner to the
benefit of both themselves and their neighbours. Road
safety is also important to all of us and inconsiderate
parking - especially near junctions and sharp bends -
continues to raise concerns. We would once again
encourage all to reduce speed and consider the safety of
pedestrians and other road users when parking on the

estate. The directors have now concluded their review of
managing agents and have decided to appoint a new
company to this role. As from 1st September responsibility
will move from O.M. Property Management (a.k.a. Pererel)
to our new managing agent MCS (Management Company
Services). We will be writing to property owners with
details on the new arrangements. General enquiries about
estate and property owner matters should now be sent to
MCS customer services email i n f o @ m c s p r o p e r t y. c o m
phone 01920 466500.
As suggested at the AGM, we plan to organise some

working parties to keep the estate tidy. If you would like to
take part in these - or to contribute to the operation of
BEMC in any other way - please do let us know. You can
contact us at d i r e c t o r s @ b y e w a t e r s . c o . u k. Other
information is available on the w w w. b y e w a t e r s . c o . u k
website David Whittaker 

BYEWATERS 5th ANNUAL PICNIC – 2pm Sunday 8th July 2012
Well what can be said about the choice of date and time - my fault!!  Bringing the date forward this
year because of the Olympics, I had not taken into account that the British Grand Prix at Silverstone
was taking place.  The Wimbledon Men's Final was on the 8th and really didn't even consider that
Andy Murray would get into the final!!  And then there was the weather!! Well a few of us were there
at 2.00pm and the sun shone for a little while.  We sat and chatted and a few of the children played
football, the sun appearing even prompted having to break out the sun cream at one point.  Then just
before 4.00pm the rain came down which was just about the time they had to shut the roof at
Wimbledon.  Although we had our umbrellas, rain stopped play on the 'Children's Play Area'! Thank

you to all those who turned up, we will try again next year and go for our usual date later in July.  Maybe the weather might be
better, we can live in hope, maybe see you next year.

CAROL SINGING FOR THE PEACE HOSPICE

On Tuesday, 11th December we will gather for our singing trip around Byewaters.  Please, please
join us and try and raise money for a really good cause.  Last year we raised £450, since we started
5 years ago we have raised a total of £1,150.00. The hospice is funded mostly on donations and
the work they do for the community is exceptional. If we can help them to keep on doing their
excellent work it is worth battling with the cold for one night a year. This means Byewaters has a
chance to do its bit for the good of the community.

Dog Fouling on the Children’s Play Area and around Byewaters
It was rather upsetting to find extensive dog fouling on this
play area.  It had been given an extra mow on Friday 6th July
BUT by the time we arrived on Sunday, 8th there was plenty
of evidence that dogs had been fouling this area.  The
children playing had to go home and wash their hands at one
point and faeces had to be disposed of by the picnickers.
Can I please ask dog owners on Byewaters to pick up when
their dog fouls, surely this is for all our good especially for the
children.  As for the Children's Play Area please keep dogs
off this area, no fouling should take place on an area where

This is little Aimee Langdon (Article in the national press
August 2010) as you can see her left eye has been

infected (Toxocariasis) after coming into contact with dog
faeces. She slipped in a children's play ground!

children play. Do you want to be responsible for
a child, or adult for that matter catching
Toxocariasis from faeces that you have not dealt
with. Let us please think of others and always
pick up after your dog.
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STARLIGHT WALK, SATURDAY 23 JUNE 2012, SMASHES ALL EXPECTATIONS
Despite heavy rain, around 1,400 walkers turned out in force on Saturday night to back the Peace Hospice's
Starlight Walk. Walkers turned out determined to have fun and many were dressed for the occasion. If there
was an award for the most amounts of pink fabric, glitter and laughter in one place, Starlight Walk 2012 would
probably win that honour too! The event which began at the Colosseum in Watford looks set to raise around
£130,000 and is likely to take the overall amount of money raised through the Starlight Walk to over £1 million.
Walkers also enjoyed a big build up from Peace Hospice Patron, actor and musician Martin Kemp, before the

Starlight Walkers poured through the Colosseum doors and into the night. Martin is an avid supporter of the Peace Hospice and
his presence was a highlight for many excited walkers. He explained: 'My wife Shirley and I lost all our parents within a few years,
so I can imagine how much it means to people to have the support of the Hospice at the worst time in their lives’. The Peace
Hospice plays a really important part in our community and it is events like the Starlight Walk which make all the difference to its
funding. Walkers had a choice this year of tackling a six or thirteen mile route with the walk kicking off at the earlier time of 10pm,
but many of the event's favourite elements have remained the same. Friendly Marshals, frequent snacks and fun are all consistent
ingredients in making the Starlight Walk a magical experience to be part of.  As the early hours of the morning approached,
Starlight Walkers began returning to the Colosseum after their final candlelit steps through the serenity of Cassiobury Park. The
satisfaction of a personal goal being achieved, perhaps mingled with thoughts of loved ones lost to a terminal illness. The Peace
Hospice simply couldn't continue to provide its services, for free, without everyone's support.

Croxley Green residents celebrated at the village's annual mid-summer celebration on
Saturday, 23rd June 2012. The Revels are organised by the Croxley Green Society and
supported by the parish council.  The event was opened at 1.30pm by MP David Gauke
and featured the crowning of the festival princess Rebecca from Little Green School, Louisa
from Harvey Road School and Katie from Yorke Meade School were her attendants.  Their
Page was George from Malvern Way School.  As well as a procession, other entertainment
included live music, a dog agility group, tae kwon-do, a children's dance group and lots, lots
more.  Many awards were distributed but the award for the most original stall was given to
West Herts Bee Keepers www.hertsbees.org.uk for more information on bee keeping.
Once again local businesses, schools, clubs and societies shared in a wonderful afternoon
of village fun. Looking forward to next year. Croxley Green's other event - the second
'Croxfest' Saturday 8th September 2012 - 12.00 to 8.00 pm on the Green.

Croxley Green Revels

Well, another season starts as Watford FC look to the Premiership for next season - 2013. What a
statement to start with and I can't even blame the sun and heat getting to me. Over the last few weeks,
down at the Vic there have been a lot of changes including a new pitch. Mr Bassini sold out to the
Pozzo's who have been after the club since earlier this year. With their track record, it could be the
turning point of the club. A new manager has been appointed, Gianfranco Zola, who has taken on
seven new players, a couple from some Spanish club and a couple from some Italian side etc. Aidy

Mariappa went to Reading, Scott Loach went to Ipswich and David Murfin to Scunthorpe. Sean Dyche
has departed due to Mr Zola's appointment and as yet to find employment but the way he displayed his

professionalism and what he achieved last season, he should not be out of work for too long and I wish him well
for the future. Lloyd Doyley celebrated his ten years at the club on Sunday 5th August with a testimonial match against

Tottenham Hotspurs. Spurs eventually won (one nil) by a goal from Jermain Defoe. Spurs fielded amongst others, Cuficini,
Walker, Gallas Livermore, Bentley, Jenas, Lennon, Defoe, Bale and Townsend. Not bad opposition for a testimonial with thanks
to Spurs and Andre Villas-Boas. Over 9,000 turned up to pay tribute to Lloyd's hard work over the years but we are still left with
his only goal at home against QPR. Where were you when he………sorry, digressing. Watford changed their play with on the
floor passing and they looked firm and confident.  After a few games and with a new central striker, to be announced shortly as
I write this, they will no doubt, confound a number of championship clubs!  Then up the table we will fly, so perhaps my opening
statement isn't so mad after all, is it? Ralph - Evensyde

Neighbourhood Watch
As we do not seem to have our 
own Neighbourhood Watch Officer on
Byewaters any more I have added some
information from the OWL M e s s a g i n g
Service  with useful tips.  Useful guidance
re internet and other scams. (Scambuster
leaflet) and some useful links. h t t p : / / w w w. a c t i o n f r a u d . p o l i c e . u k/
http://www.getsafeonline.org/ http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
If you need to contact me by email my address is:
a n d y. r e y n o l d s @ h e r t s . p n n . p o l i c e . u k. The Constabulary is
working hard to protect residents, businesses and
communities and, to support this face-to-face activity, we have
created some 'self assessment' surveys that work in the same
way as a police expert's checklist - helping you to help
yourself. The link to download a home security self
assessment form is  
h t t p : / / w w w. h e r t s . p o l i c e . u k / a d v i c e / c r i m e _ p r e v e n t i o n / s e c u r i t y _
s e l f _ a s s e s s m e n t s / h o m e _ s e l f _ a s s e s s m e n t . a s p x
You can print off a copy and work through the sections as you
walk around your home.  You may be surprised to know how
safe your home is, or there may be areas for improvement that
could make it even safer.  When you have done the survey,

you can download a certificate. Please let us know if you think
the self assessment is a good idea and tell us if you are going
to use it. If you need to reply by email my address is:
cmmail@herts.pnn.police.uk.
Community Messaging Hertfordshire Constabulary
Neighbourhood Watch Tel: 01707 354000

If anyone would like to receive 'OWL' updates, please contact
your local PCSO Gareth.Williams@Herts.pnn.police.uk and
he can register you. It is interesting and you won't get
bombarded with updates. 'OWL' updates are e-mailed and are
alerts of any crimes/warnings relevant to this area. 

Still collecting email addresses, which
are always very helpful when
information needs to be sent out
quickly to Byewaters residents. 

If there is anything that you wish to
raise, please contact me at
f r a n . k o s t e r 1 @ g m a i l . c o m

Y O U RB Y E WAT E R SN E E D S



Guess what I saw this week?
I was sitting in my favourite chair, again,  just watching the world go by as you do (I should have been
ironing but oh well), I love the autumnal colours and have so enjoyed seeing the trees change from the
vibrant green of summer to a beautiful deep red before the leaves start to fall.  Anyway, there I was just
sitting, when a bright green flash passed by the window, so bright in fact it made me stand up for a proper
look.  After a second or two I spotted the most beautiful bird, about the size of a Magpie but with bright
green feathers and a fabulous red plume, not being a bird spotter, I did the next best thing and phoned my
dad!  As we were speaking, the most wonderful thing happened, the lovely green bird came and sat on
the fence outside my window it was then dad said it could be a Woodpecker, something I had never seen
before in my life and certainly not that close up.  He was just gorgeous (the bird, not my dad, mind you he

is nice too!).  Mr Woodpecker sat there for just a minute or two but he absolutely made my day and made me realise once again,
what a lovely place Byewaters is to live. Val

Community Bus Service to Watford from Byewaters
Croxley Green Parish Council runs
a Community Bus into Wa t f o r d
Town Centre every Friday.   FREE
for Senior Citizens.  It is a morning
service with a 2 hour stay in
Watford.  I have made enquiries
about the service being extended
to Byewaters and they have asked
for an idea of the number of
persons who would be interested
in using the bus.  If you would want
to use this service can you contact
me as soon as possible.
Telephone: 01923 234090 or 
email Bjillandalan@aol.com Thank You - Jill Butler

Please Help Your Fellow Neighbours
The amount of cars we have on Byewaters is a problem,
how fast they travel around the estate and where to put
them all!  The two things are linked because there are so
many cars parked around Byewaters it is sometimes
difficult to see what is around the next bend, so driving
slowly is a must!! Although not ideal parking with two
wheels on the pavement is being accepted in some areas
but parking completely on the pavement is not acceptable
at any time.  A car parked on the pavement is a problem for
prams, buggies, wheelchairs and for people with impaired
vision.  Also cars can damage the pavements and the cost
of any repairs will have to be
passed on to the homeowner.
Also oil spills can cause major
slip and trip hazards. Can we
please consider others when
parking and driving around
Byewaters.  Do not obstruct the
pavements for pedestrians and
reduce speed when driving here.
You never know what you might see around that corner! 
It was suggested at the last AGM that the speed limit
around Byewaters should be 20mph or maybe less.  Please
send your suggestions on Parking and the Speed Limit.  

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP - A NEW MORRISONS?
There is strong support among residents for a new Morrisons
supermarket in West Watford, according to a survey carried
out by the company. The supermarket tested local opinion
about its plans to regenerate the Royal Mail depot site on
Ascot Road in June with a consultation event giving residents
a chance to check and comment on the proposals. These
include new houses, a hotel and a new primary school.
Morrisons said the results from the forms showed 96 per cent
of those who completed the feedback form supported there
being a new supermarket at this site with 84 per cent in favour
of a new school.  More than 220 residents visited the exhibition
to see the details first-hand on June 15 and 16. Morrisons
secured a long lease from Watford Borough Council earlier
this year and announced its plans for the new development in
May. The supermarket says that, if approved, the new store
will create around 300 new jobs in the area. The company is
now working with Watford Borough Council on a planning
application which is expected to be submitted this summer

The third week of July
saw more than one
peloton heading for Paris
and the climax of the Tour
de France. Mine left the
O2 in Greenwich and the
start of four days of good
company and 300 miles
of testing cycling in
beautiful countryside in
Kent and France.The
climax was bringing
central Paris to a
standstill riding in a
peloton of nearly 200
riders around the Arc de
Triomphe, down the
Champs Elysees, onto
the Place de la Concorde
and on to the Eiffel Tower

finish. It was a very emotional end to a fantastic experience.
The first day of 85 miles was very tough with brutal climbs in
the last 30 miles into Dover, far worse than any in our nearby
Chilterns or Thames Valley. Once in France we experienced
the way the French respect cyclists as all drivers gave us room
and did not pressurise us to get out of the way - Brits please
take note! Calais to Arras to Compiegne and finally Paris.
Cycling through the WW1 battlefields was very moving, where
we stopped at the huge Thiepval memorial to the missing and
then a more personal visit to the memorial to my grandfather's
Royal Scots battalion in the village of Contalmaison. Thinking
of the huge sacrifices made by so many certainly spurred me
on when I found the cycling getting tough.  Amazingly my legs
got stronger as the week went on. And then on to Sunday to
watch Wiggo become the first Brit to win the Tour de France...
more emotion as he led out Cavendish to the stage win.
Central Paris was a sea of Union Jacks and Norwegians,
Dutch and even the French were cheering this landmark
British win. A brilliant end to a never to be forgotten week. And
to date we have raised over £460,000 for Action Medical
Research. Mike - Longmans Close

LONDON 2 PARIS CYCLE RIDE
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Welcome
aboard!
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REMEMBER – 
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat

AND
Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers

and laser printers have in common?
A. All were invented by women.

Did you know?
Q. What is the only food that doesn’t spoil?

A. Honey
( remember to help our bees ♥ )

The Last Rose of Summer

"’Tis the last rose of summer,
Left blooming alone;
All her lovely companions
Are faded and gone."

by Thomas Moore, 1830

POETS CORNER

FOOD WASTE BAGS 
As mentioned in the last newsletter cornstarch
bags are now available for your brown food scraps
caddy and large brown bins, they are an
alternative to using old newspapers.  They can be
bought from Parish Council Offices and other

places.  The Hardware store at the beginning of Baldwins Lane
(near the Harvester) is selling them  £2.50 for a roll of 52 bags.  If
you use one a week a roll of 52 bags should last you a year!

Trades List
It has been suggested that details of
tradesmen that have been used by
homeowners on Byewaters be listed on our
web page. www.byewatersnews.co.uk
We already have a few, if you would like to
submit the details of someone that you
have used and would like to recommend
please send me their details.  It may help
others when trying to find the right
tradesman Fran

Our Excellent Printer is:- 

Image Link Ltd., 
P &A House,
Alma Road, Chesham,
Bucks HP5 3HB
Tel: 01494 784132     
email:
alan@imagelinkltd.co.uk

Living Living next to a Site of Special Scientific Interest and sandwiched between the River Gade and the Grand Union Canal
provides local residents of Byewaters with some of the best bird watching opportunities in the area.  As summer draws to a close
we look at some regular visitors to the gardens and open spaces of Byewaters.

Grey wagtail (Motacilla cinerea)
The grey wagtail is a more colouful bird than its name suggest and is actually a yellow colour (although not to be
confused with the yellow wagtail, a migrant from Africa). They can often be seen bobbing around the pavements
of Byewaters and feeding on insects beside the canal. Just like the pied wagtail (also seen frequently around the

estate), the grey wagtail has become more numerous in recent years.

Great spotted woodpecker (Dendrocopos major)
Another frequent visitor to Byewaters is the great spotted woodpecker. This large bird is often seen hanging on to the
trunks of trees feeding on beetle grubs, but they are also regular visitors to birdfeeders where they have a passion
for peanuts. Easy to identify with distinctive black, white and red colouration, but it can also be identified from its
characteristic 'drumming' display.

Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes)
The wren or Jenny wren is one of our smallest birds weighing just 8-13g (our smallest bird is the goldcrest).

Wrens are unusual in that they rarely fly any great distance - feeding mainly from the ground and crevices (the
Latin name troglodytes means cave dweller). Perhaps surprisingly, the wren is Britain's most common bird with

over 8.5 million breeding pairs. Maybe this is why it has found its way into the British psyche and is the only bird
to have appeared on a British coin (the farthing).Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus)

Although not a common sight here, kestrels do regularly hunt over the moor and will dive onto prey such as mice,
voles and grass snakes in gardens and open spaces around Byewaters. Sometimes seen perching in trees along
the canal, these wonderful birds are on the decline nationally.

For more information about any of these birds visit the RSPB site (www.rspb.org.uk). To report any bird sightings or leave
comments then email byewaterbirds@gmail.com. If you would like to help maintain our local Nature Reserve then you can
volunteer at http://www.croxleycommonmoor.org.uk John – Byewaters

Byewater Birds Part 10

NEW ROAD AND MADAME TUSSAUD
Did you know that New Road was originally a cow
path between the Red House and The Artichoke
on the Green.  For over 200 years there were shops
such as Wheelwrights and blacksmiths.  Few of the
older shops survive, there was also a slaughter
house and butchers shop (1930s) the last resting
place for cattle being driven down the lane from
the Green.  Victorian houses can still be seen in the
road.  At the bottom of the road is No. 17, The
Hawthorns.  This house has links to Marie Grosholtz, born in 1761
who married Francois Tussaud in 1794, and set up a wax masks
museum in Paris and then opened a similar museum in London
1835.  John Theodore Tussaud, her great grandson lived at The
Hawthorns, his name is in the street directory of 1916, 1919 &
1926.  He welcomed famous people to The Hawthorns and
modelled waxwork images of them in a studio at the side of the
house.  He wrote a book about his great-grandmother entitled The
Romance of Madame Tussaud .  She had lived in Paris (40 yrs)
during turbulent times.  She then relocated to London where she
lived for 50 years.  'So that her biography may be said to comprise
a tale of two cities'. She was buried in the catacombs of St. Mary's

Church, Cadogan Place, Chelsea.   Although
her marriage does not appear to have been a
happy one, she kept her married name.  She
had two sons by Francois, Joseph and Francis.
Francis was the grandfather of John Theodore
and he was born in Kensington on 2nd May
1858 and like his father Joseph (the son of
Francis), exhibited at the Royal Academy.
Marie Tussaud died on 15th April  1850 she
passed peacefully away at her house attached to

the Exhibition in Baker Street.  The last words Marie Tussaud
spoke in this world were characteristic of this wonderful woman's
indomitable spirit. Calling her sons to her bedside, she gently
upbraided them for showing distress at her departure, rather than
gratitude that she had been spared to them so long. Her farewell
exhortation was, "I divide my property equally between you, and
implore you, above all things, never to quarrel."  I don't know if
John Theodore's book is still in print but you can read it online
h t t p : / / w w w. e b o o k s re a d . c o m / a u t h o r s - e n g / j o h n - t h e o d o re -
t u s s a u d / t h e - ro m a n c e - o f - m a d a m e - t u s s a u d s - a l a / 1 - t h e - ro m a n c e - o f -
madame-tussauds-ala.shtml a very interesting read and with a link
to New Road.
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JADE – hairdressing in your home 
for your convenience

To book an appointment Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053
or (home) 0208 428 7404 Blow-dry £14.00   Cut and blow-
dry £25.00 - for a full price list please telephone Jade.

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker -
give me a call.  I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.  

Tracey - 07507 059065

FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the

Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care

• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering
plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late

• Feathered & fishy friends also welcome

• £6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)

• To arrange a FREE intro session call 
Abby on 
07834 602106

Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available - 
Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

Steve's Window Cleaners

DTAS Services
Digital TV & 
Satellite Services

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI, 
DTT Level 2

Call:

07769 226615 

or 01452 530384

or email  digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

A help for stressed Mums and great for children. 
More information from www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk/
also you can contact Delia at 
Morris Minor pre-school tel: 07770 397456

Watford
Surestart
Children's
Centres

Tel: 01923 776460 / 07886 718059    Website: www.croxleycakes.co.uk & on         www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes

We are a
mother and

daughter
team who

love baking

‘Delicious
hand baked
cakes, made

fresh to order
for any

occasion’



For more information call 01923 232 016
or email croxleygreen.gym@nuffieldhealth.com
Visit us at www.croxleygreengym.co.uk
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The Peace Hospice now has a revamped
Hospice Lottery , you can download a
form online at www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on 
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating money to a
good cause, for maybe as little as a £1 a
week but with the chance to win £10,000!

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......

Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611

"A Professional Tree Company" 
since the 1950s

Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00 
Tel: 020 8429 9273 

email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk
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